
www.gofossilfree.org

The Divestment Movement  
Establishing a decentralised network of 

campaign groups

 No Money for Coal, Oil and Gas!

#Divestment #Divest



Divestment

The opposite of an investment with public effect.



Divestment

Campaign of the US-american NGO 





 
● Coal, oil and gas have to stay in the ground to keep 

global warming below 1.5 – 2°C

● Carbon reserves: already existing coal, oil and gas 
projects mean CO

2
 emissions that will exceed the 2°C-

limit





• Idea: Fossil industry = climate killer

• Target: institutional investors like churches, cities, 
universities etc.

• Demand: Stop of investment in at least the Top 200
  coal, oil and gas companies  



Goals of the campaign
1. Build-up of a decentral 

grass roots movement 
with people who demand 
divestment from their 
institutions in a creative 
and public effective way 

2. Withdraw the fossil fuel 
industrie's social licence

3. Push climate change into the public debate

→ new social norm and restrictive legislation



Build-up of a decentralized 
Grass Roots Movement

● Decentralized movement
● Own/special context and settings
● Clear and common demands and goal



Build-up of a decentralized 
Grass Roots Movement

● Organizing principles
– Autonomous

– Open for all and inclusive

– Open source

– activism

● Online communication: Mailing-lists, newsletters, social 
media, webinars, Slack



Open Ressources



Common Language & Design



Workshops & Gatherings



Worldwide Days of Action



Divestment and Church



„Raus aus RWE“



A „NO“ means Strenght



Alternatives - Reinvestment
 
Investment principles create visions!

Stock market 
● Divestment = Negative criteria
● Reinvestment = Positive criteria
● Positive examples by „Brot für die Welt“ a.o.

Alternative: local invesments
● Energy efficiency
● Local renewable energies in citizens' hands

More at gofossilfree.org/reinvestment



Divestment Supporter



Divestment Commitments



Divestment Commitments



Thanks for Your Attention!

Any Questions?
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