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Connecting Food, Biodiversity and
Cultural Landscapes

Dr. Thomas Scheurer

Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences, Bern (Switzerland)
thomas.scheurer@scnat.ch



Traditional agriculture under pressure

Fact: Industrialized agriculture is replacing traditional
production systems

What are we going to loose?

Traditional know how & practices
Regionally specialized production systems
Local customs and traditions
Cultural landscapes incl. historical buildings/facilities
Local varieties and food specialities



Industrialization
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Castello d’Albola,
Podere Marangole
(Chianti Siena)
(Picture: M. Agnoletti)




Local customs
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Cattle drive from Montasio Alp to the Nevea pass,
(photo by Spela Ledinek Lozej, 2016)



Cultural
landscapes
linked to
agriculture
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(Photos: V. Ferraio)




Traditional agriculture under pressure:
How to protect?

Actually no integral protection for (globally important)
traditional™ agricultural production systems
*traditional = before industrialisation of agriculture

A global approach is most promising:

UNESCO s Cultural and Intangible World Heritage as well as Man and
Biosphere Reserves (MAB): They have no specific focus on agricultural
production systems.

FAO launched in 2002 the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System Initiative (GIAHS) as a contribution of national Agricultural Policy
to safeguard and develop traditional agriculture and landscapes
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GIAHS Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

Designated sites in the World

38 GIAHS sites

Since launched in 2002.... ) )
in 17 countries
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Gﬁdut System
(Algeria)

Chiloé Agriculture
(Chile)
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GIAHS Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

GIAHS Designated Sites
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Global importance

“Historical relevance
- Contemporary relevance

GIAHS Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

What does SAG evaluate?

GIAHS 5 Selection Criteria

1. Food and livelihood security
2. Agro-biodiversity
3. Local and Traditional Knowledge Systems

4. Cultures, value systems and social organizations

QLandscapes and Seascapes Features

Action Plan for Dynamic
Conservation




GIAHS Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

GIAHS Designation Process

a ) ~

Designation
Country e ~N Scientific as GIAHS
proposal Advi
GIAHS VISOory
Description Secretariat ‘ Group(SAG)
i : FAO
of the site R((Ie:\gg\)/v ( ) Request
more
5 Criteria \_ y, Evaluation® : .
information
_/ \_ And
Decision
Action Plan
\ ) \ Declination

Appropriate Government Channel
(e.g. Ministry of Agriculture)

] * Evaluation includes field survey to the proposing site




The potential of the European ALPS
Cultural landscapes

Traditional practices

Typical Food

Tourism




ALPICULTURE

Schema degli spostamenti in un’azienda
Profilo del versante articolata su tre livelli {o px:ml colturali)
Limite dello sfruttamento 3000-3200 M
Alpeggio
Limite del bosco 2100-2200 M 15 giugno 15 settembre
. Salita v Discesa
Ammah_al Mo lall'alpeggio “?-E dall'alpeggio
¢ foraggiamento in stalla Misicied (mo, i : (ementicezione
Proprieta privata 1500-1600 m 3 E novembrt
e
Beni di fondovalle Y
Foraggiamento in stalla 1000-1300 m _a 2
¢ animali al pascolo b §
Y =
Proprieta privata = i~
VI VII\;;;HIX X | XTIX1T

(From: Batzing, 2003; see also: Sestini, 1963; Bar, 1979)



Alps: Permanent
settlements: Farming
village ca. 1000 m




Alps: Seasonal alpine huts in ca. 1500 m
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Seasonal alpine huts

Alps
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Alps: Wild haymaking




Alps: Water channels (bringing glacier water to meadows)
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Alps




S
doschiavo

AlpFoodway slides: C. Luminati, Polo Poschiavo)

ISCAR Workshop
Exploring Alpine Landscapes as Potential Agricultural Heritage Systems and Their Contribution to Human

Wellbeing
Tolmin, 7.9. 2017




ATTIVITA

MUSED POSCHIAVINOD

CASA TOME MULIND AINO ATTIVITA

S
doschiavo

COMUNITA

DEUTSCH ITALIAND

DAL CAMPO ALLA TAVOLA

DL CAMPO ALLA TAVOLA

ALLA SCOPERTA DEI GUSTI DELLA VALPOSCHIAVO

Il Muiino Aino e il Museo poschiavino offrono 'occasione di conoscere la
tradizione culinaria della Valposchiavo, | percorsi didattici partono

UN PERCORSO SUL TERRITORIO

Un'offerta nata da un pragetto di sviluppo per | musel della Valle di
Poschiavo. Cinque sono | terminl principali su

ISCAR Workshop

CONTATTO

Tiziana Dionisio, coordinatrice
7742 Poschiave
Info@daikcampoch
T+41762927502

TARIFFE ———— &

| costi dipendono dalla grandezza del gruppo e dalla 4
preparazione/consumazions o meno del pranzo. l

- Fino a 10 partecipanti il costo deila visita & di 450 CHF A
- Scolaresche {minimo 10 partecipanti): 35 CHF p.p.

Per gruppl che superano i 10 visitatori o per richieste
particolari, si prega d| voler scrivere una mail a
info@dalcampo.ch

Exploring Alpine Landscapes as Potential Agricultural Heritage Systems and Their Contribution to Human

Wellbeing

Tolmin

7.9. 2017


http://musei.gr/category/attivita/campo-tavola/

Organic Agriculture
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Cultural
Landscape:
Restoration

ISCAR Workshop
Exploring Alpine Landscapes as Potential Agricultural Heritage Systems and Their Contribution to Human
Wellbeing
Tolmin, 7.9. 2017



The need for a paradigm shift: GIAHS is an opportunity

interaction
B

Source: M. Agnoletti
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